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May 7, 1897 442 

Reports of States and yearly and montMy reports of cities. 

Michigan. — "Week ended April 24, 1897. Beports to the State board 
of health from 61 observers indicate that phthisis pulmonalis increased 
and inflammation of kidney and pneumonia decreased in area of preva- 
lence. Phthisis pulmonalis was reported present at 165 places, measles 
at 97, scarlet fever at 26, diphtheria at 20, whooping cough at 5, and 
smallpox (suspected) at 1 place, Blissfield. 

New Jebsey — Hudson County. — Month of February, 1897. Estimated 
population, 355,231. Total deaths, 512, including phthisis pulmonalis, 
55 ; enteric fever, 7 ; scarlet fever, 6 ; measles, 1 ; diphtheria, 15, and 
whooping cough, 2. 

Month of March, 1897. Total deaths, 642, including phthisis pul- 
monalis, 60 ; enteric fever, 6 ; scarlet fever, 7 ; diphtheria, 29, and 
whooping cough, 3. 

New York. — Month of March, 1897. Eeports to the State board of 
health from 8 districts, including New York City, Brooklyn, and 150 
other cities, towns, and villages, show a total of 11,574 deaths, including 
phthisis pulmonalis, 1,190; enteric fever, 83; scarlet fever, 99; diph- 
theria and croup, 377 ; measles, 113, and whooping cough, 121. 

The Monthly Bulletin says : 

The daily average death rate of 350 in February, with a death rate 
of 19.00 per 1,000 population, increased to 373, the death rate being 
20.50, representing an annual mortality for the State of 135,000. Com- 
pared with March, 1896, there was then a daily mortality of 358, or 15 
less than this month, and a death rate of 20.00. The relative infant 
mortality for each of the three periods is the same, but the zymotic 
mortality is less, having the unusually low rate of 9.21 per cent of the 
total deaths. Acute respiratory diseases, on the other hand, have 
caused an unusually large number of deaths, 2,484, or more than one- 
fifth of the total mortality being from this cause. The epidemic of 
grippe, which began in January and prevailed mildly for that and the 
following month, has increased in severity in March, showing itself in 
the increased number of deaths above the normal from respiratory and 
other local diseases ; and it may be estimated to have caused at least 
1,500 deaths. Among local diseases there is a notably large mortality 
from diseases of the circulatory organs, and it is in March that their 
average mortality is highest. Diseases of the nervous system also 
cause, as is likewise usual in the spring months, a high mortality, 
though less than in July. Among zymotic diseases, diphtheria has the 
same prevalence as in last month and in March, 1896, with 370 deaths. 
Whooping cough and measles show a moderate increase, and are both 
of them generally distributed throughout the State. Scarlet fever 
caused but 10 deaths outside of the Maritime district. In rural parts 
of the State the rate of mortality to population from acute respiratory 
diseases was identical with that of the urban and village mortality, 
while that from consumption was as 15 to 19 ; in the entire State 22.2 
and 10.2 per cent of all the deaths were from these causes respectively. 

Virginia — Petersburg. — Month of April, 1897. Estimated popula- 
tion, 25,000— white, 12,000; colored, 13,000. Total deaths, 55, includ- 
ing phthisis pulmonalis, 8 ; diphtheria, 1 ; measles, 1, and whooping 
cough, 3. 



